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].—ForeEIGN POLITICS, 


The Bangavasi of the 3rd February says that, according to Reuter, 
the English Government has pledged itself to 
protect the northern boundaries of Afghanistan 
against foreign invasion. If this is true, then the English Government has 
pledged itself to no easy task, nay, has invited danger into its own home. 

2 he Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 4th February has the 

7 following :— aes 
The Treaty with the Amur. ~The public do not yet know all the conditions 
of the treaty which has been conceded with the Amir. But from the hints 
which fell from Lord Lansdowne at the Dinner in the Royal Exchange, it 
seems that the English have acquired greater facilities for entering Cabul. 
Already there exist two-railroads, and these, it is reported, will be extended ; 
and it is said that this arrangement has received the consent of the Amur. If 
this is so, it is sure the Amir has not acted willingly or with sincerity in the 
matter. It is very likely that he has consented to the British Government’s 
proposal only because he is just now in fear of the Russians, and has therefore 
no alternative but to make friends with the English. If the English made their 
proposal in some such way as this—‘‘if you obstruct our progress, we will not 
help you in any way, nay, we will look upon you as our enemy,” then it should 
be clear what a dilemma it was in which the Amir was placed. 

Kussia is probably offended with the Amir because she suspects that he is 
showing a leaning towards the English; and what wonder that the Amir, 
alarmed at Russia’s attitude towards him, should hasten to enter into friendl 
relations with the English? But will he remain faithful to his friends the 
English, if in future he finds reason to expect greater ag and sympathy from 
Russia? There can be no question but that the Amir has, in this instance, 
shown a leaning towards the English purely from selfish motives. And where 
is the guarantee that he will not lean on Russia’s side if he has ever reason to 
think that his interests will be better served by joining her than by continuing 
faithful to the English? Supposing that the Amur’s interests will never be 
served by joining Russia, is it not probable that he may again become offended 
with the English for their conduct towards him? And will he be able to put 
up silently with the action of the English in carrying a railway into the very 
heart of Cabul? And even if the Amir does not object to the proposed railway 
extension, will his Afghan subjects acquiesce in the scheme ? 

‘It is true the Afghans will not easily let Russia enter their country with an 
armed force, But will they not invite Russia to come to their assistance if 
they ever become offended with any action of the English? Ruffled as the 
will then be, they will not possess the coolness which will be required to think 
of what Russia’s policy in regard to their country may be when she has been 
once allowed to enter it; and the Amir will find it difficult to pacify his 
subjects when they will have once become so agitated. Indeed, Russia will 
never attempt to enter Afghanistan with an armed force without having pre- 
viously won over the Amir and his subjects to her side. And supposing Abdur 
Rahman himself to remain a permanent ally of the English, it will be too much 
to expect that the whole Afghan people, with their many tribes and factions, will 
always remain faithful allies of the English, and that not one tribe or faction 
among them will ever become offended with the English and side with Russia. 
But if Russia gets only one disaffected Afghan tribe, aye, only one or two 
discontented Afghan military officers in her grasp, she will effect an easy entrance 
into Afghanistan, seeing that the military in Herat have long been known to be 
disaffected towards the Amir. And when Russia has effected such an entrance, 
docs the Amir think that the English will, after spending life and money 
in her expulsion, let Afghanistan enjoy her full measure of independence ? 

if the Amir’s object in entering into the treaty has been to show his 
enmity to Russia, then he must not expect to enjoy peace very long; and 
the English Government, too, will not find the situation a very convenient one 
if it enters into a quarrel with Russia on behalf of the Amir. It is apparent 
Russia has not hitherto taken any extreme steps, because she has always taken 
Afghanistan to be a neutral country, and its Amir to be a friend neither of the 


The Treaty with the Amir. 


English nor of herself, and to be only cheating the British Government out of _ 
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twelve lakhs of rupees a year. It was also her impression that England 
would never enter into a quarrel with her on behalf of the Amir. But the new 
treaty will upset all her old impressions, and though, as a result, she will not at 
once rush into a quarrel with England, it will certainly hencefurward become 
hor policy to try to win over the Amir from the English by lavish promises, and 
by re-awakening in him a sense of the wrongs which the English have over and 
over inflicted upon his country. If she does not succeed in this scheme, her 
next plan will be to win over to her side the Afghan Sardars, and also to 
make those among the Amir’s subjects who are wegen | disaffected with him 
still more disaffected. Russia will follow this crooked policy, because conscious 
as sho is of England’s power, she wants to avoid an open quarrel with her. 
Thus, so far as the writer can see, the very treaty upon the conclusion of which 


the English Government is just now congratulting itself, will be the cause of — 
much difficulty in the future. 


II.—: HOME ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


8. The Vikrampur of the Ist February says that the retail dealers in 
| many bazars, and bunders in Vikrampur in the 
yibaukidare and panchayets in Dacca district, cheat their customers by using 
mnt codveteeimteneduescnoncieee weights, and when brought up for justice 
easily got off with the assistance of chaukidars and panchayets. Indeed, the 
dueiialilats and panchayets make a good bargain out of this. ‘There cannot be 
any question now that the existing panchayet law is doing a deal of mischief 
to the country, and it should therefore be modified or anulled. As for the 
chaukidars, it is said that they do not nowadays discharge their duty of 
watch and ward with the same regularity and assiduity as before. It is even 
said that they encourage badmashes to commit thefts. | 

4. The Sanjivanit of the 3rd February does not know where people will 
enjoy peace and security, if they cannot enjoy it 
residing within the jurisdiction of the ebomgee 
Division and near to police stations. Indeed, considering the impunity wi 
which badmashes are nowadays robbing people of their lives and property, 
one is almost induced to think that the days of the dacoit princes Baidyanath 
und Biswanath have come back. 2 

Babu Panchanan Rai of Bhajanghat in the Nadia district, a contractor on 
the Krishnaganj road, was about a fortnight ago returning home after 
nightfall. When about two miles from his village, a man suddenly struck him 
“on the head with a bamboo. This brought him down, and he instantly became 
senseless. Thinking that he was dead the assailant abstracted everything he 
could find in his pocket and made off. Babu Panchanan is now in a most 
critical condition. The Inspector of Police, Krishnagar, has himself taken up 
the investigation of the case, but the culprit has not yet been traced. 

After nightfall on the 80th January last, Babu Tarachand Datta, naib to 
the zamindar, IHaradev Agarwalla, was sitting in the zamindar’s cutcherry in 
the Kushtie Bazar, when somebody dressed like a gentleman entered the 
room and suddenly struck a blow with some weapon at Tarachand’s head, 
which at once fell severed from the body, and the murderer instantly made off. 
The police, it is stated, has taken a man under custody on mere suspicion. 
It is to be hoped that this case will not end like the Hosainpur murder case, 
in which the culprit, who killed four persons, managed to escape unpunished. 
If robbers and murderers elude justice at every step, it will be difficult for 
people to keep their lives and property secure. — 

». A correspondent of the same paper complains of the oppressions 
which are being committed by the sepoys and 
coolies of the 8th Bengal Cavalry regiment in 
Mahestala and the adjoining villages near Calcutta. Every day a number of 
ccoolies accompanied by some arnied sepoys enter upon the raiyats’ fields and 
take awa y Ulu straw, sugareane, plantains, drinjals, &e. The Joint-Magistrate | 
of the 24-Parganas, Mr. Nurul Iluda, himself held an investigation and sym- 
pathised with the raiyats’ situation. The matter was brought to the notice 
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of the District Magistrate, but he does not scem to have taken any steps to 


put a stop to the doot. It 1s hoped that some elected member of the Bengal _ 


Council will bring the raiyats’ grievances to the notice of Government. 
(b)— Working of the Courts. 


6. The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 4th February complains that the Jury 

, List of the Hooghly district contains the names of 

The Jury List of the Hooghly . many incompetent men, and hopes that the autho- 
district. pay “a ee 2 : 

rities will select only fit men as jurors, there being 

many able men in the district. | 


(d)—LEducation. 


7. A-correspondent of the Sahachar of the 31st J anuary says that the 

Barrackpore Government School has of late been 

The Barrackpore Government jin g very declining condition. The number of boys 
School. oo. . A ee ee ; 3 

on its rolls is falling, and it is showing bad results 


year after year. As there are two Fnglish schools near Barrackpore, one at. 


tara-Bandipur and another at Nawabganj—both places within a mile’s distance 
of Barrackpore—there is no reason why Government should maintain a third at 
that place. The existence of this school is proving injurious to the other two 
schools, and has served to keep down the number of boys on their rolls. This 
state of things is certainly not desirable, and Government should therefore 
abolish this school and utilise the money whith it now spends on it in establish- 
ing schools in places which have none. It is hoped that Sir Alfred Croft will 
take the necessary steps. 
8. The Bankura Darpen of the Ist February says that some of the 
books in the lists of text-books for the lower 
Bankura classes in the Bankura Zilla School are very objec- 
tionable. ‘The list of text-books for the 8th or 


Text-books for the 
Zilla School. | 


the last class includes a word-book in addition to the First Book by the late. 


Peary Charan Sircar. Now the little boys who read in that class cannot get 
by heart with their meanings the words used in the First Book, and their memory 
will be unnecessarily burdened if they are asked to master words from 
another book? ‘These boys have also to read Blochmann’s-Geography !—a book 
which they cannot possibly understand. Lennie’s Grammar is a text-book for 
the boys of the 7th class. A book like this with such unpronouncable words as 
orthography, dipthong, mono-syllable, dissyllable, &c., is singularly unsuited to 
the capacities of the boys of this class, many of whom cannot properly pronounce 


even their vernacular words. History of Bengal by H. Dutt is a text-book for 


the 6th class. According to the author of this book Bengal is that province of 
Ludia where the Bengal language is written and spoken. It is bounded on the west 
by the North-Western Provinces and the Central Provinces. It ts also a level country 
and contains a population of 74 millions.” A book containing such incorrect 

statements as these should not have been made a text-book. The boys of the 
dth class have to read a Bengali translation of Telemachus. Its style is pure 
and spirited, but it can hardly be regarded as a suitable text-book for boys of 
this class, ‘he attention of the authorities is drawn to the subject of text- 
books in use in the school. 

9. The Sanjivani of the 3rd February has the following :— 


In 1873, even before he had finished his educa- 


es _ tion, Lord Elgin was appointed a member of the 
Clergymen’s School Board in the town of Dunfirmline in his own paternal estate 


of Elgiana; and this was his first entrance into public life. As a member of 
this Board he gave great attention to educational matters, and came to be 
Known as one of the best authorities on education in Scotland. Now, such an 
_ authority on educational matters has come to be appointed to the Vicoro alt 

of India, and he will today preside at the annual Convocation of the Calcutta 
University, Everybody is anxious to hear from him an enunciation of the 
policy which he intends to follow in regard to education in this country, that is 
_ to say, whether His Lordship means to follow in the wake of Lord Lansdowne 

and Sir Charles Elliott, who have between them struck a blow at high educa- 
tion, or whether he will inaugurate a better and nobler educational policy. 


Lord Elgin at the Convocation. 
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10, Thesame paper has learnt that the District Magistrate of Nadia, in com- 
pany with his wife, lately paid a visit to the Kumar. 
Misconduct of echool-boys in the |:hali Entrance school in the Kushtia sub-division, 
—a But when he left the school, a number of boys 
followed him clapping their hands and making a loud noise. Such rude con. 
duct on the part of the boys should excite no wonder, for they receive no moral 
training whatever from their teachers. It is true the head-master sound 
chastised them when he heard of their misconduct, but it would have been better 
for the moral welfare of the boys, if instead of a sound cuastigation, they had 
received from him a good moral lesson. It is the indiscretion of the teachers 
which makes school-boys insolent and immoral. | 
11. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 7th F gong | says that, in 
the course of his speech at the last University 
Convocation, Sir Alfred Croft, in his capacity of 
Vice-Chancellor, treated the members of the Senate 
to much good advice and spoke in a most authoritative and patronising tone. 
This assumption of superiority and authoritativeness has offended even the 
Hindu Patriot. When only Director of Public Instruction and no Vice- 
Chancellor, Sir Alfred made the members of the Senate blindly follow his lead; 


and it was therefore anticipated that as Vice-Chancellor he would come to look 
upon them with a disdainful air. 


Sir Alfred Croft’s Convocation 
speech. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


12. The Sahachar of the 3ést January draws the Lieutenant-Governor's 
fesaaie Rites of 6 attention to the miserable condition of Garpar, 
nearCalcuta,  St*S:SS”~S*é‘Wihiich:snzcw forms a part of the Calcutta Munici- 
pality. Though the other parts of the subarben 

areca incorporated with the Calcutta Municipality have been divided into Wards, 
with a Commissioner to represent each of them, Garpar is treated as a 
part of a Calcutta Ward. All the attempts hitherto made to have its sanitary 


condition improved have proved ineffectual. An earthen pipe in front of 


premises No. 71 does duty for a culvert, when a pucca culvert cannot cost more 
than Ks. 25. <A drain remains in an unfinished condition. Formerly, its 
contents used to find their way into a tank, but as that tank has now been filled 
up, filth goes on accumalating within the drain itself. A pucca drain will not 
cost more than 400 to 500 rupees, but the amount, trifling as it is, the municipa- 
lity cannot spare. The absence of a road is badly felt, and people are ready to 
give away land for the purpose, and yet a road has not yet been snaeiiatell. 
The prayer for a bathing platform in this quarter has been similarl 
ignored. Kven the worst of the mufassal municipalities docs not possess suc 
filthy cutcha drains as still exist in Garpar. The Lieuterant-Governor is asked 
to pay a visit to the place onc morning and see its condition with his own eyes. 
13. The Hilavadi of the 1st February has the following :— 


: The writer had learnt from an English dail 
The Koyal Exchange Dinner. = that. the Hon'ble Surendra Nath Renenth the 
Hon’ble Lal Mohan Ghosh, and some other native gentlemen were present at 
the Dinner given to Lord Lansdowne at the new Royal Exchange rooms; but he 
now finds on enquiry that there is no truth in this statement. Who will now 
explain how the names of the abovenamed gentlemen appeared in connection 
with the dinner? Have the partisans of Lord Lansdowne lost all respect for 
truth and fair dealing? And do they mean to rehabilitate His Lordship’s repu- 
tation in this way ? ie | 
14. ‘The same paper has the following about Lord Elgin :— 
Lord Eleia. It is said that Lord Elgin dislikes empty talk, 
loves to do things himself, and to examine and in- 
spect everything with his own eyes, and His Exccllency’s reply to the Address 
of the Caleutta Municipality bears out this report. The people of India want 
a yuler of exactly this type. Lord Ripon was of this type, and he therefore 
became popular. There have been in India many Governors-General whose 
words gave rise to high hopes in the minds of the people, but tho 
never realised. — But the character of the present Governor-Gene 
to foster the belief that he will not simil 
professions and holding out false hopes. 


sc hopes were 
ral is calculated 
arly disappoint them by making empty 
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. Samay of the 2nd February refers to the Government Resolution 

G a ’ oe . the on the workiis of the District and Local Boards 

District and Lveal Boards for in Bengal for 1892-93, and makes the following 
1892-93. remarks :— 

Nearly all the District Boards had Magistrates for their Chairmen ; and 
so, in the name of Local Self-Government, the power of Government was 
asserted in all the deliberations of the Boards, The presence of the Magistrate- 
Chairman served to overawe all other members, and to keep down all opposi- 
tion. There, in every matter, the Chairman had his own way, and the other 
members had simply to endorse his decisions in silence. 

Of the members of the Local Boards, 720 were nominated by Government, 
and only 465 were elected. Thus, as in the District Boards, so in the Local 
Boards, official power predominated. Government ascribes the increase in the 
number of nominated members to the fact of the non-introduction of the 
elective right in many of the Boards. If so, steps should be taken without 
delay to secure a larger number of elected members in future. 


According to the Lieutenant-Governor, the people do not seem to have. 


evinced much interest in the Board’s elections, and His Honour ascribes this 
result to their inability to appreciate the valuable right which has been con- 
ferred upon them. Now, as the Resolution does not say at what time the elections 
were held, and whether or not they were preceded by notices, the writer cannot 
speak to the correctness or otherwise of the Lieutenant-Governor’s observations 
on this point. All that he can say is that the elections would have been more 
popular and more largely attended if they had not been held in the thana 
premises. In the mutassal people fear the police, and are naturally loth to go 
to the thana, and this circumstance seems to explain the unsatisfactory way in 
which the elections were conducted, 

The preponderance of pleaders and mukhtars among the members of the 
Boards has displeased the Lieutenant-Governor. According to His Honour, as 
these men have to reside in the head-quarters of districts and sub-divisions, 
they have no opportunity to ascertain the condition of the people in the mufassal. 
But to this it may be replied that if Englishmen who have come to this country 
over wide seas and wider oceans, can manage to do the duties of Chairmen of 
District Boards, surely residence at the distance of a few miles from the mufaa- 
sal cannot be a disqualification in the case of people who are natives of the 
country. The fact is the pleaders and mukhtars are men of independence, and 
their presence in the Boards often prevents official Chairmen trom carrying 
things in their own way, and the Lieutenant-Governor is therefore anxious to see 
their number in the District and Local Boards reduced. _This shows that Self- 
Government is not popular with the officials of the present day. The Resolution 
shows that during the year under review the Boards spent on higher education 
upwards of Ks, 50,000 less than in the year before, and yet it does not appear 
that with this decrease of expenditure on higher education there was any 
increase of expenditure on primary education. ee Ps 

It seems that the Boards had to spend large sums on famine relief durin 
the year. But if Government had been true to its promise, and helped the 
distressed out of the proceeds of the Famine Fund, the Boards would have been 
able to utilise this money for various other useful purposes. 

16. The Sanjivant of the 38rd February says that not content with 


The octroi duty in Benares. levying an octrol duty on all articles for sale 


: imported into Benares City, the Benares Munici- 
pality has proposed to levy the duty even on all articles which come into the 


city by post-otfice parcels, and has, for that purpose submitted schemes for 
the consideration of the Post-office and the Government. But considering the 
Oppression which is already committed, in levying the duty, on all pilgrims 


and travellers who came to Benares, it behoves the Government and. the 


— authorities not to sanction the new scheme submitted by the Munici- 
pality. 


17. A correspondent of the Ducca Prakash of the 4th February says that 


as most of the patients who are treated at th 

Th M nal ; . e ° a © 

dispensary. BS SHArHabIe, ~Mymensingh Charitable Siapeomery come from 
O 


ae beyond the limits of the local ~Municipalit 
the Mymensingh ‘District Board ought in Justice to pay its se T . 
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Feb. 2nd, 1894. 
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Feb. 3rd, 1894, 
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Feb, 4th, 1894. 
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grant which it now pays in aid of the institution is very inadequate compared 
with the number of patients treated there, and it will be very improper for it to 
withdraw that small grant. | 


(h)}— General. 
18. Al Punch of the 25th January says that some Bengali postal officers, 
_ with the help of Babu Vishnu Gopal Sen, Postal 
gg of a postal employé tn Juspector, maliciously brought about the dismissa] 
ace of one Devballabh Sahai, an employé of the 
Department, for a very trifling fault. The dismissed man a pealed to the 
Government of India, out his appeal was not properly considere 3 
ly. The same paper has every reason to hope that Sir Charles Elliott 
The petition against the cow. Will favourably consider the Musalman petition 
killing circular, against the cow-killing circular. 
20. The Suhuchar of the 31st January has the following about the cow- 
The cow-killing circular killing circular, ‘ , 

. oe Notwithstanding what Dr. Leitner says on 
the cow-slaughter question, cows must continue to be slaughtered in 
places where they have been hitherto slaughtered. The Hindus have 
no objection in this respect, nor, even if they had any, is it such that it 
could be entertained by Government. The right rule which Muhammadan 


- Padishahs and statesmen repeatedly laid down on the subject was that cows 


should be slaughtered in such a way as not to hurt the sensibilities of the 
Hindus; and Sir Charles Elliott’s circular only reasserts the principle of that 
rule. As cows cannot fly, they must be led through one road or another, but 
while on their way to the slaughter-house, let not their destination be known, 
and let them not be decorated with garlands of flowers in such a way as to 
attract public notice. Certain anti-Hindu European officials encouraged 
Musalmans to slaughter cows in violation of this principle of secrecy and even 
compelled certain Hindus, impressed as special constables, to witness cow- 
slaughter. Such things are not at all desirable. As regards the people who 
object to the circular, how would they themselves act if they were in power? 
Would they not ask their co-religionists to respeet the religious feelings of the 
Hindus? What order would the Editor of the Sudhakur himself have passed 
on the subject, if he had been the ruler of the country? The writer asks every 
one concerned to respect immemorial custom in these matters. 
between Llindus ee Musalmans do good to neitherof them. The Musalmans 
have suffered from them as much as the Hindus, They should not therefore allow 
themsclves to be guided by the evil counsellors. As for the Hindus, they will 
have to make common cause with the Musalmans for the purpose of removing 
their grievances, Did not the two peoples act im concert during the indigo 
riots? It is not proper to allow Europeans to interfere in their religious 
quarrels. Government wishes that the 
The Ilindus are perfectly willing to abide by the decision of men like Nawab 
Anur Hossain, Mr. Justice Amir Ali, Maulavi Sirajul Islam and Maulavi Abdul 
Jubbar, for they know that these men cannot counsel any unjust course of 
action, It is hoped that in their acts the Musalmans will keep in view the 
spirit of the times, the condition of the country, and the policy of setting class 
against class which has been adopted by a party of Anglo-Indians. 

vl. ‘The Hifavadi of the Ist February refers to Lord Lansdowne’s speech 


es at the Royal Exchange rooms, -and observes as 
Lerd Lansdowne’s speech at the — follows -— 
Roval Exchange, ee 


Ilis Lordship referred to the wars with the 
tribes on the North-Western frontier of India, and tried to Justify his policy 
in that quarter. But how is it that he made no reference to the Manipur 
Wars, hor justified lis policy in the North-Eastern frontier ?. Probably the 
spirits of the headless Tikendrajit and ‘Tongal General were haunting his 


nnagination at the time, and he therefore lacked courage to allude to that 
topic. In the course of his speech he said—‘ All that we can do when we 8e@ 


These quarrels 


inordinately strong doses of Western nostrums poured down Indian throats, 


Is to protest as strongly as we can, and to ende 


avour, 1f ible, t the 
tide.’ ur, 11 possible, to stay 


‘This means that whenever the Indians wil] try to secure any of the 


privileges which Englishmen at home enjoy, 


‘ 
a2 


people themselves should settle them. 


the Government here should give | 


th 
il} 


a~ ment © wy? 2s = 
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them a slap on the cheek, Lord Lansdowne’s character asa ruler may be 
‘nferred from these words. He also expressed disapproval of Parliament's 
interference in Indian affairs, But thisis by no means to be wondered at, 
when it is considered that it was Parliament which ke him from 
abolishing trial by jury, and prevented Sir Charles Elliott from reducing 
Self-Government to a nullity by introducing certain new sections in the 
Municipal Bill. In conclusion, His Lordship distinctly said that the majority 
of the higher appuintments in the public service of the country were held by 
the natives of the country? Did he entirely lose all respect for truth and 
fair play when he made this statement? ‘The writer will be obliged to His 
Lordship if, after reaching England, he publishes a list showing the salaries 
drawn by Natives and Europeans respectively in this country. 


22. The Vikrampur of the 1st February regrets that the Musalmans 
should be so much excited over the cow-killing 
circular, and assures them that the fears they 
entertain in regard to its working are perfectly imaginary. ‘The Hindus have 
no intention of benefiting themselves by putting their Musalman fellow country- 
men toany disadvantage. ‘The circular will not in any way inconvenience 
the Musalmans, and it is hoped that the Muhammadan community will act with 
judgment in the matter of their protest against it. 


23. The Darussaltanat and Uru Guide of the 1st February says that the 
cantonment authorities in Dinapore have declared 
it impracticable to carry out the instructions con- 
tained in Sir Charles Elliott’s cow-killing circular. The local Municipality, 
however, has taken steps to give effect to it in the face of a protest by the 
Muhammahan community of the place. 


24. The Sudhakar of the 2nd February says:—As there is no street which 

\ is not frequented by Hindus, there will be, in the 
actual enforcement of the circular, no reasonable 
objection to Musalmans leading cows to slaughter along public streets.__ The 


The cow-killing circular, 


The cow-killing circular. 


The cow-killing circular. 


VIKRAMPUR, 
Feb, Ist, 1894. 


DARUSSALTANAT 
AND URDU GUIDE, 


Feb, lst, 1894. 


SupHakarR, 
Feb, 2nd, 1894. 


advice which Sir Charles gave to the Musalman deputation which waited upon ~ 


him, namely that beef hawked about for sale should be carried covered, is a 
good one. His Honour’s object is to spare the Hindus mental pain, and the 
Musalmans will not probably object to the proposed arrangement. When the 
Government does not interfere in any way with the slaughter of cows either 
for sacrificial purposes or for purposes of food, you need not make a clamour. 
Go on killing cows in the way you have always done, and if any difficulty arises 
de not hesitate to pray to the Lieutenant-Governor for redress. If you have an 
other objection you may inform the Lieutenant-Governor of that too. The 
gencrous and experienced Sir Charles Elliott certainly deserves our thanks for 
adopting, after long reflection, an effective means of putting a stop to the 
quarrels in connection with cow-slaughter. 


The Lieutenant-Governor would have, however, done better if, instead of 
issuing this circular, he had called upon Hindu and Musalman leaders in every 
place to settle their differences among themselves. But His Honour was not 
wholly unjustified in issuing the circular. The disease had grown so violent 
that a drastic remedy was called for, Everybody will, however, see that the 
circular interferes with religion. Already cow-slaughter is permitted in very 
few Hindu zamindaris, and after this circular it will be stopped even there. 
There are places in Hindu zamindaris in which there are none but Musalman 
rsidents, But even at those places cow slaughter is prohibited, and its pro- 
hibition, it is clear, can have no other object than that of thwarting the 
Musalmans. If His Honour therefore desires to regulate cow-slaughter in such 
i way that the feelings of the Hindus may not be wounded, he should see that 
cow slaughter is permitted at those places in Hindu zamindaris where the 
majority of residents are Musalman. 

Englishmen are said to be of opinion that beef-eating, while it develops 
muscular power, diminishes brain power. Sir Charles probably wishes to convert 
you into a race of intellectual athletes by indirectly making you refrain from 
beef. If, however, you have “7 objection to this, you should inforin the 


gencrous Licutenant-Governor of it. For if you do so he will certuinly redress 
your rrievance. | | 


BaNGaVasi, 
Feb. 8rd, 1894. 
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25, The Bangavasi of the 3rd February says that, according toa certain 
7 | newspaper, Sir Charles Elliott himself prepared g 
itate waaay the draft of the petition which he wanted the Muham. 


madan community to submit to him in connection 
with the cow-slaughter circular, and adds that, if this statement 1s correct, then 


Sir Charles has go great cowardice. Indeed, it is the cowardice of the 


officials which is widening the breach between the Hindus and Musalmans, 


The writer is unable to say what evil consequences will follow from Sir Charles's 
action in the present instance. 


26. The Sanjivani of the 3rd February says that, Sir Charles Elliott’s cow. 
slaughter circular has been made applicable only 
tune ee and the to Municipalities and Cantonments, but the Muham. 
. g circular. : ; . 
madans urge that the wording of the circular is not 
clear on this point. At the request of the deputation which waited on His 
Honour to represent the objections of the Muhammadan community to the 
circular, His Honour consented to reconsider it, if the Muhammadan communit 
would send him a. memorial stating their objections. Oneof the members of 
the deputation thereupon asked the Lieutenant-Governor to favour them with 
a draft of the petition which His: Honour would have submitted to him. A 
draft was accordingly dictated by His Honour and was taken down by a 
member of the deputation. The memorial thus drafted did not, at first, give 
satisfaction to the Muhammadans, who wanted to represent their grievances and 
demand redress in stronger language. Subsequently, however, wiser counsel 


prevailed, and it was agreed to submit a petition according to the draft which 
was dictated by His Honour. 2 


27. The Sulabh Dainik of the 5th February says that Sir Charles Elliott 

es Wie al oe has acted like a statesman in issuing his cow-killing 
cow-killing circular. circular. The circular has, however, given offence 
to the Muhammadan community, who have sub- 


Lieutenant-Governor for its withdrawal; and His 
Honour has promised to reconsider his action, Well may the Muhammadans 


make such an undue demand, for they have of late been treated with too much 
indulgence by Government. Musalmans are given high appointments by way 
of reward for their loyalty and submissive conduct; and their conduct in this 
instance brings their loyalty and submissiveness into strong relief indeed. 
Though the circular does not in any way interfere with their religion, the 
persist in saying that it has been issued with the object of interfering wit 
their religion. Really, if Sir Charles Elliott withdraws the circular at the 


insistance of the Muhammadans, he will be taken to be the weakest ruler who 
has ever governed Bengal, © 


28. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 7th February says that if 


| the Government of India must impose a new tax, 
New taxation. ry 


let it impose one which will not have the effect of 
increasing the burdens of the people. If a tax is imposed on imported goods, it 
will displease neither the # ai nor the Anglo-Indians. According to Mr. 
Hamilton, the value of the various articles imported into India may be fixed at 
71 crores and 82 lakhs of rupees per annum, and an import duty on it at the rate 
of 5 per cent. will bring 3 crores and 60 lakhs of rupees to thie exchequer and 
put an end to Government's financial difficulties. The writer likes the idea of an 
import duty. He also endorses the Englishman newspaper's statement that a tax 


should be levied on the incomes of railways from the passenger traffic. A slight 


increase of the fares for first and second class passenyers will not cause the least - 


iuconvenicnce. ‘The Finance Minister should consider these proposals. 
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99 


we Ale 


The Hitavadi of the 1st February says that the F ire-Brigade Act was 

i iii ee a passed hurriedly last _vear, and the proposal to 
postpone its passing till the reconstitution of the 

| Legislative Council was rejected by the Lieutenant- 

Governor. But sue 

already found unwo 


Fire-Brpade Act. 


h is the wisdom of the legislators that the Act has been 
rkable and a Bill to amend it will be shortly brought before 


1 


r Wt ) 


} 


the Council. But now that the law is going to be amended, it may be reason- 

ably hoped that the elected members of the Council will try to get all its 

objectionable provisions, which evoked so much opposition last year, removed. 
30. The Banganivasi of the 2nd February says that in his Prisons Baill 


The Prisons Bill. 


Sir A. P. MacDonnell has made special provisions 
for preventing such severe punishment of prisoners 


in jails us is now in vogue. He has also taken precautions against police 
oppression on under-trial prisoners detained in Aajut. A very noticeable 
feature of the Bill is that it leaves the jail officers competent to inflict punish- 
ment for jail offences little discretion in the choice of punishments; and 


this provision in the te | 
ment throughout the country. It is clear from the Bill 


not in favour of punishment by penal dict or by whipping. 


Bill is expected to secure uniformity in jail punish- 


that the Legislature is 


There ought to be some provision in the Bill putting a check upon 
the abuse of power by those jail officers who are declared competent to inflict 


punishment for jail offences. 


Powers have been given to the Supreme and 


Local Governments to frame rules for the administration and management 


of jails. 


The provision in the Bill which curbs the power of the police over 


under-trial prisoners is calculated to do much good, and the people of this 
country will ever remain grateful to Sir A. P. MacDonnell for the jail reform 


— 


he is seeking to effect. 


31. The Sanjivani of the 3rd February strongly disapproves of the proposal 


The proposed vivisection law. 


to pass a law legalizing vivisection in India for the 
purpose of carrying on investigations on M. 


Pasteur's method of curing hydrophobia. ‘The practice is too cruel, and even 
in England a man like Lord Chief Justice Coleridge has stood up against 1t. 
32. The Sulabh Dainik of the 7th February has the following in connec 


i Prices Bil. tion with the Prisons Buill:— 


|. It is very undesirable that prisoners guilty 
of slight offences should live in the same place as pucka badmashes. The Bill 


should therefore provide for the confinement of the two classes of prisoners in 


separate places. 


2. here should be no fixed days for the inspection of jails by non- 
official visitors. With fixed days for inspection the Jail authorities can keep | 


themselves on the alert. 


3. ‘The prisoners should at times be allowed to indulge in innocent recrea- 
tions. ‘This is necessary for the sake of their health, and a provision to that 
effect should be introduced in the Bill. Sir Antony MacDonnell, who is in 
charge of the measure, is a man who sympathizes with the lot of the prisoners, 


1V.—NATIVE STATES. 


and it is hoped that the above suggestions will be carefully considered by him. 


33.0 The Hublul Mateen of tho 6th February says that the present British 
i ein os Hyderabad. Resident at Hyderabad is always on the look-out for 


: an opportunity to create confusion in the adminis- 
tration of the State, with a view of making it out that it is a worthless adminis- 


tration. The reason of the Resident’s grudge against the administration is that 
it does not allow him to meddle in every State affair. The object of his inter- 
view with Lord Elgin was to bias His Excellency beforehand against the 


Nizam’s administration. 


V.— PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF 


THE PEOPLE. 


34. The following reports of distress appear in the Bangavasi of the 3rd 


Reports of distress. Febx uary -— 


selling at Rs. 4 to Rs. 


(1) At Ujanchar in the Tippera district rice ia 
4-4 per maund, Most people are not getting even one 


meal a day. Money cannot be had even at an interest of two annas per month 


per rupee, . 
\2) At Rukuni in the Faridpur district, coa 


per maund, and is not easily procurable even at that price. 


stows plentifully in the villages of Sahir Bhar, Hat mohan, 
uot a blade of grass has grown there this year. Since th 


rest rice is seliing at Rs. 3-12 


Paddy generall 
Bilsinhanath, &c., but 
e months of Ashar and 
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Feb. 3rd, 1894. 


SULABH DalInNik, 
Feb, 7th, 1894, 


HUBLUL Mareen, 
Feb. 6th, 1894. 


BANGAVASI 
Feb, 3rd, 1894, 
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Sravan the poor people have been living on ¢hnap and wild kachu, but their 
supply, too, 1s now exhausted. Even the bhadra log are not getting two meals 
a day; and the radi crops are withering up for want of rain. 
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Ben V1.—MIscELLANEOUS. 

ined PRATIKAR, 35. Tho Pratizar of the 26th January says that cows were never slaugh- 
ne Jan, 26th, 1894. : _., tered for the purpose of eating in any place in the 
ii Cow-slanghter inthe Murshid: yfurshidabad district, and the Hindus and Muhan. 
8 Ee abad district. ) 


madans of the district always lived on the best of 
terms with cach other. But for sometime past cows have been slaughtered and 
the meat hawked about for sale in the village Khayaramari within the jurisdic. 
tion of the Jalangi thana. It is a bad seed that is being thus sown. 
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SAHACHAR, 36. The Sahachar of the 31st January has the following : — 
Jan. Slut, 1894. - The European flatterers of Lord Lansdowne 
oe ae Lord Lansdowne. 


have been careful not to mention any acts of his 
administration, and are talking only of the way in which His Lordship used to 
treat his guests at Government House. And much in the same way did Sir 
Charles Elliott, too, say at the farewell dinner given to His Lordship at Belvedere, 
that the Calcutta people envied Simla simply because they could not have Lord 
and Lady Lansdowne in their midst all the year round. ‘The last two weeks 
of tho late Viceroy’s residence in Calcutta wero passed in the midst of feasts. 
Englishmen say that their hearts can be reached only through their stomachs, 
and that means that their favour can be secured by giving them good dinners, 
Lord Lansdowne knew this, and when he found out that he could not get the 
Pe aE natives of India to sing his praise, he had recourse to his own countrymen. It 
i.e is no wonder therefore that His Lordship’s departure from this country should have 
been made an occasion for a demonstration by his countrymen, Things were 
managed in precisely the same manner when Sir Ashley Eden left the country, 
although the zamindars were on his side. According to the Amrita Bazar 
Patrika, the talukdars of Oudh presented’an Address to Lord Lansdowne only 
beeause they were asked by his Private Sceretary to do so. Their address is a 
worthless document. It contains merely an expression «f regret at His Lord. 
ship's departure. In reply to the address presented to him by the Musalman 
community, His Lordship said that six crores of Musalmans werv his we!l-wishers, 
and that he made Mr. Amir Ali a Judge of the High Court in consideration 
of his large practice. Now, in making beth of these statements he drew on his 
ik imagination. As a matter of fact among the Musalmans, five crores ninety-nine 
+ 2 lakhs and fifty thousand did not know him at all. When at the Trades’ dinner 
Lord Lansdowne abused the people of India by calling them “ half-civilised ” and 
ae orientals of a bad type, he did not surely exclude the Musalmans from the 
a3 eatogory. Nor can it be said that his remarks about the unfitness of the people of 
India for political advancement had reference only to the Hindus. This being the 
ad : case, the aldress of the Muhammadan Association could not possibly have come 
me from the heart. It was extorted by importunities of the European officials. 
It contained a reference to Lord Lansdowne’s currency reform, and it is certain 
that in making this reference the writer of the address must have thought 
of the compensation allowance’ of one crore of rupees which was given to 
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7. . ! Huropeans and Eurasians in these days of financial difficulty. Lord Lansdowne 
bap had to admit that his currency law regulating the price of the rupee has not 
tity ye ; worked. ‘Vhe address concluded with a reference to the new treaty with the 
Ae Amir of Afghanistan. The Amir is a Musalman, and it is the earnest desire 


power, Ana their expression of this wish in the address must have somewhat 
startled Lord Lansdowne, for it meant that henceforward the Indian Musalmans 
would not look upon the ill-treatment of any Musalman ruler by England with 
: indifference, and that henceforward England's policy towards Turkey and 
Keypt, Moroeco and the Soudan, would become a matter of concern to them. 
Phe ¢neourseement which Lord Lansdowne himself cave to the Musalmans 
has brought things to this pass. A tree has been planted by Lord Lansdowne’s 
advisers with the object of suppressing the congress movement. and they will be 
themselves responsihle for the fruit which it will bear in ey The address of 
the Muhanunadan Lite vafy Society is full of expressions of courtesy. But not 


{ of all) Indian Musalmans that he should continue to exist as an independent 
f 
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one of these addresses conta’ncd a word about the success of THis Lordship’s 
administiation. The Icuropcans spoke only of his amiability and social virtues. 
It was only Mr. Playfair who touched on administrative questions ut the 
Merchants’ dinner, and protested against the simultaneous cxamination pro- 
posal after the fashion of the Loncer. 
In one matter the late Viceroy acted prudently, namely by resolving to 
tako ship at Calcutta. He wrote 2 letter to Lord Harri. expressing his regret 
that on the eve of his departure from this country he could not take leave of 
the people of Bombay, who had shown him so much respect when he first set foot 
on Indian soil. But the fact is, Hlis Lordship had not the courage to visit 
Bombay again, and the more so because a journey to that place would have 
necessitated a visit to Allahabad and Poona. According to the Bombay Advocate 
and the Rast Goftar, which last is, by the way, hostile to the congress movement, 
Bombay would have received Lord Lansdowne very differently this time. After 
the reception given to Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji at Bombay, how could a ruler 
who had abolished juwy trial could show his face there ? Lord Lansdowne’s 
departure from India will not be a matter of regret to her. An Anglo-Indian 
paper is jubilant because at Prinsep’s Ghat the Maharaja of Dumraon expressed 
recret for His Excellency’s departure. | 
As predicted by the writer, a statue will be erected to Lord Lansdowne 
in the usual fashion. 
And the European officials who admire His Lordship have taken the statue 
business in hand, and the Native Prinecs must pay large subscriptions. The 
Maharaja of Cashmere has given Rs. 5,000, and it would have been better still if 
some descendant of Tikendrajit had paid something into the statue fund. The 
Maharaja of Cashmere is not a Christian, but he has, in the present matter, acted 
in accordance with the Christian maxim which requires the man who is smitten 
onthe right check to turn the left tothe smiter. Madame ‘Tassad of London is in 
the habit of-collecting waxen statues of all celebrated men, and it seems that 
Calcutta is about to become a sort of Madame Tassad’s shop in this country. 
When in power, men like Lord Lansdowne forget the existence of the natives, 
but on the eve of their departure from the country, their minds long for popular 
praise, and undue pressure is put on people with the object of securing addrcsses. 
Lord Lansdowne has had to admit. the power of popular opinion. The writer 
never denied His Lordship’s gocd qualities, but he must say that he was not 
fit to discharge the duties of aruler. Like the last chapter of the Mahabharat 
Lord Lansdowne’s administration was full of weeping and lamentation. . If 
asked to speak out their minds, his admirers, too, will say that they never saw a 
worse Governor-General sent out to this country. 
37. The same paper has the following :— Bamactat, | 
Lhe Amrita Bazar Patrika quotes some of the Jan. 3ist, 1894. 
Muhammadan Observer's articles on the cow-killing 
circular, and justly remarks that though nothing is said against the Musalmans 
in any one of the hundreds of Hindu newspapers, the Observer, which is only one 
of the two Musalinan newspapers in the country, 1s trying to excite the Musal.- 
mans avainst the Hindus. 
_ The Musalman community is, however, not responsible for the writings 
in the Ubserver. Some hot-headed youths have dismissed the old editor of the 
paper and appointed a new man in his place, who is writing s0 violently. The 
editor of the Sudhakar newspaper should also soften down his tone a little. It 
Was once written in this paper that in the days of the Padishas, the Hindus 
uscd to lend their beautiful women to Musalman Reises for the purpose of 
paudcring to their lust!!! Writing of this kind should be beneath notice, and the 
{findus will have to put up with it, for any reply tosuch writing will lead to quarrels 
between the two peoples The Hindus should try to elevate the Musalmans, 
in order that the latter may join them in their efforts to do good totheir common 
fatherland. A sct of wicked people, among whom are Sir Syed Ahmed and 
some of the big Musalmans of Calcutta, are trying to excite the Musalmans 
against the Hindus. But the present is a time which will certainly do its work. 
é8. The Sudkckar of the 2nd February welcomes Lord Elgin as 
follows :— | 
nae Proclaim the sorrows of India to him who is 
le desccndant «f a hero, who restored his couuntiy’s freedom. He knows not 
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The Muhammadan newspapers. 


SUDHAKAR, 


Sudhakar s welcome to Lord Elgin. Feb, 2nd, 184, 
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partiality and makes no distinction of black and white, of rich and poor. He 
loves justice, sympathises with the poor and the oppressed, and respects those 
who pnd respect. Though a Scotchman, he is a Home Ruler anxious to 
promote the interests of Ireland. He makes no distinction between his own 
country and other countries. We therefore expect from him sympathy with 
India. Although India is very happy and has been greatly enlightened by 
Western civilization under British rule, she has'‘many sorrows and grievances, 
Her sons are ignorant and uncivilized. ‘lhey do not know how to unite for the 
good of their country. They have no turn for commerce. Service is their only 
means of subsistence; and service is very hard to secure in these days when 
everybody, from scions of respectable families down to peasants’ sons, are 
hankering after it. The sons of India, forgetful of the interests of their 
country, are fighting among themselves. We hope that the descendant of the 
great Scotch patriot will teach theso deluded men a little patriotism. The 
Indian exchequer is becoming more and more empty. Indigenous products are 
not prized, while foreign articles of luxury are hankered after. O philanthro- 
pist! lead us on the right path, and we shall sing your praises so loudly from 
300 millions of throats that you will hear us from-far Scotland. We have no 
heads, but we have hearts that are welling fountains of love anddevotion. Come 
and bathe in those fountains of our hearts, and you will become immortal. There 
is no one to put ina kind word for us. We therefore pray that you will look 
into our condition with your own eyes. Need we tell the descendant of Bruce 
that many hardships must be borne by him who aims at doing anything noble? 
We hope that a descendant of Bruce will not budge an inch under the influence 


of hostile threats and frowns. Our hearts are full of hope and delight to-day 


at the thought that Lord Elgin will promote our welfare. Our hearts are to-da 
laid bare to their inmost depths. See O Lord Elgin, what a rapture has to-day 
got the better of the large load of sorrow that weighs our hearts down. 
39. The Samay of the 2nd February has the following :— 
bi a aes es Mr. Playfair’s speech at the recent dinner 
PP seid esse Poet given to lord Lansdowne by the European 
merchants of Calcutta shows to what absurd lengths 
their native hatred can lead the Anglo-Indians. For his acts in Manipur and 
Cashmere, Lord Lansdowne ought to hide his face, and yet Mr. Playfair 
referred to those very acts, and to Kalat, to the currency legislation, and tosuch — 
like things, in order to prove Ilis Lordship’s impartiality and love of justice! 
Inhisreply to Mr. Playfair’s speech, Lord Lansdowne in a fit of emotion revealed 
himself m his true colours and removed the impression which the writer had 
formed of his private character ‘The writer had always thought thatthe Indians 
had suffered so much during His Lordship’s administration simply because in his 
weakness he allowed himself to be guided by his councillors. But his speech 
at the dinner has disabused the writer of this impression. It now seems that 
Lord Lansdowne was even more hostile tothe advancement of the natives of this 
country than Lord Lytton, and his policy was even more retrograde than 


_Lord Lytton’s. Ile was fully as much a native—hater as any ordinary European 


official. Nay more, he was the chief of the native—hating officials. The writer 
had so long taken him for a plain but incompetent man, but he now sees that he 
was the very reverse of a plain man, and that he cherished hostile designs 
against the natives. Ife has himself admitted that he was always anxious to 
further the interests of Kuropeans. ‘This being the case, he should have left the 
country in silence, after having taken Icave only of the Europeans. Reference 
is then made to the portion of Lord Lansdowne's speech, in which His Lordship 
speaks of the growth in the country of a spirit which leads people to question 
the authority of all officials from the Governor-Gencral downwards, and dwells 
on the difficnities of governing on Western methods an Eastern people steeped 
in superstition, and the following remarks are made :— 

These remarks show His Lordship’s attitude towards the educated natives 
and on the question of extending education in the country. It was his wish 
that the people of this country should remain steeped in ignorance and submit 
quictly and helplessly to the doings of their Anglo-Indian Tulers: and it was to 
the care of such a man that the interests of India were confided Sor the last few 
Vears! Ile was the Chancellor of the Caleutta U niversity, and let the Fellows 
of that University, who have civen him an address as wellas the general public, 
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mark what he thought of the effect of the education which 1s diffused by that 
University. His Lordship also saw danger in Parliament’s interference in 
Indian affairs, and did not hesitate to ridicule its Right Honourable members. 

40. The Sanjivani of the 3rd February says that of Rs. 78,840 subscribed 
towards the Lansdowne Memorial Fund, Rs. 7,000 
has been subscribed by the European merchants, 
Rs, 1,200 by the European tradesmen, Rs, 3,200 by the European officials, and 
Rs. 500 by other Europeans in this country, and the whole of the remainder, 
namely Rs. 67,000, bas been subscribed by the Native Chiefs, Rajas, Maharajas, 
&c, But seeing that some of the Rajas and Maharajas who have subscribed 
rupees six or seven thousand each are themselves deeply immersed in debt, it 
may well be questioned if they subscribed willingly out of respect and loyalty 
for the departed Viceroy, or for some other special reason. Some people who 
are behind the scenes say that no Raja or Maharaja could possibly have courage 
enough to refuse subscription towards the accomplishment of a movement 
which has for its supporters the Provincial Governors. and Lieutenant-Governors 
themselves. And it is said that a sum of rupees one thousand has been spent 
by the authorities in sending telegrams to the native grandees. Indeed, Lord 
Lansdowne’s statue will not be a monument of the peoples’ affection, but will 
be an emblem of their fear. 


41. The Chinsura Vartavaha of thé 4th February thus welcomes Lord Elgin 
_ to this country :— 

one address of welcome to Lord You are now the ruler of the vast Indian 
ae empire, and we are your loyal subjects. According 
to our sastras, a ruler stands to his subjects in the relation of a father to his 
children. My Lord! it is for this reason that we are to-day before you and 
wish to unload our hearts to you. O Ruler, you are a Christian, and we are 
Hindus. We may uot understand politics well, but we understand dharamaniti 
thoroughly, and we always act in accordance with it. You have no thorough 
knowledge of our sastras, of our dharma (religion), of our manners and customs 
and of the practices of our country. It is for this reason My Lord, that we say, 
that though in political matters you may do what you consider best, let not 
our Lordship interfere with our religion or do the least injury to our eternal 
Hindu religion. Jf youdo, you will mortally wound the sensibilities of the 
Hindus. We may not understand the ways of politics, but we should surely 
be credited with a knowledge of what is for our real good. If we are oppressed 
or unjustly treated in any way, we will sorrowfully complain to you, and if we 


The Lansdowne Memorial Fund. 


do complain be pleased to hear our complaints, and do not reject them simply — 


because we are a subject people. Your father was at one time our Viceroy, 
and it is our wish that you may be pleased to govern the country after the 
manner of your father, or of Lord Ripon and Lord Canning. Take care that 
under the spell of your subordinates you do not lose your senses, and always 
keep the interests of the people in view. If you do good to them, your re- 
putation as the people’s friend will spread all over India, from the Himalayas to 
Cape Comorin. It is our wish that atthe conclusion of your administration 
you may not have to leave the country like Lord Lansdowne with a load of 
infamy on your head. ny Lord, we ask you to be careful from this time. It 
is our wish that you should properly discharge the duties of the responsible 
office which has been conferred on you by the Queen-Empress. Do good to 
the people, and never interfere with the Hindu religion and Hindu society. 


God will then bless you, and we, Brahmans, will invoke blessings on you from 
the bottom of our hearts. : 


42. The same paper thus addresses Lord Lansdowne :— 


ht Rees O Viceroy! your arrival in this country raised 


large hopes in the minds of the people, but 
have disappointed all those a. 4 Jie Jie 
The contemplation of your acts in connection with Manipur send a thrill 
of horror even now through our homes. My Lord, when the respectable ple 
.of the country prayed to you to save the lives of Tikendrajit and the ongal 
General, did you lend your ear to their prayer? When all the people of the 
Country protested against-your passing of the Consent Act, did you pay heed 
to what they said? When there was that extensive agitation in t 


2 he country 
over the jury question, could you give proof of your possession of a liberal 
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heart ? Has your solution of the currency question been successful? The 
granting of compensation allowances to Europeans has no doubt increased pe , 
prestige with them, but has it not done a great deal of harm to the people of 
India? Lastly, we cannot forget, My Lord, what happened to the Bangavasi 
during your administration. We cannot, in fact, call to mind a single act of 
your administration which can make us sorry for your departure from the 
country. It is true you have done one or two good acts during the concludin 
days of your administration, but they are like drops in an ocean of misdeeds, 
We wished very much that we might be able to give you a farewell like that 
which we gave to Lord Ripon ; but we have been unable to do so. If he had 
liked the people of India and sympathised with them, we should this day have 
been singing your praise and shedding tear drops for you. It is therefore our 
deep regret that we should be unable to give you a fitting farewell. The 
Indians have been always loyal, and they know well how to treat their rulers, 


Do not therefore, My Lord, think that because they have not given a fitting fare - 


well to you, therefore they are wanting in loyalty and devotion to their rulers, 
43. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 5th February has the 
following :— | 
M. Pastcur’s treatment of hydrophobia has not 
yet been pronounced successful in France, and his method has not yet been 
accepted by European scientists. Many not only doubt the efficacy of his 
treatment, but also apprehend danger from it, imasmuch as it involves the 
introduction of hydrophobic poison into healthy bodies. Vivisection is essential 
to M. Pasteur’s method, and the lives of innumerable animals are being 
sacrificed for it. In England, the anti-vivisection society 1s strongly opposed 


A Pasteur Institute in India. 


to the method, and as a consequence of their opposition, it has not yet. 


found general favour there. Moreover, Government there has to respect public 
opinion, and so M. Pasteur’s treatment has not yet obtained official recognition 
there. but in India Government is all in all, and the officials are trying hard 
to get a Pasteur institute established here. At the recent Town Hall neeting 
which was held with the above object, Sir Charles Elliott himself presided, 
and many people had to promise a in aid of the movement. 

-The speeches which were delivered on the occasion were all in favour of 
M. Pasteur’s method, and no one dared to say a word against it. The 
sympathy which the Rajas and the Maharajas present at the meeting expressed 
with the movement does not strike the writer as anything surprising or un- 
usual. Ifa meeting is held, under the presidency of the Lieutenant-Governor, 
with the object of killing natives, these Rajas and Maharajas will have to 
sympathise with its object just as well. The writer is only sorry to see a 
man like Dr. Sarkar supporting the movement. Evidently the Science Asso- 
ciation has driven all sense out of the Doctor. The writer had never thought 
that the officials in this country would countenance vivisection, which has been 
condemned by the Lord Chicf Justice of England, and which is strongl 
disliked by the Queen-Empress herself. But he now sees that everything 1s 
possible in India, ‘The officials here are all in all, and the big folks among the 
natives are all worthless men. | 

44.0 ‘The Dacca Gazette of the 5th February has the following :— 

Lord Elgin, Lord Elgin has already more than once told 

India with any formed opinions, but that he has yet to form his opinions 
about the Indian administration from a study of facts on the spot. This 
augurs Well for the country. For, if His Lordship sees with his own eyes, 
instead of allowing himself to be led by the Anglo-Indian bureaucracy, he 
cannot fail to be impressed with India’s poverty and India’s miseries. Lord 
Elgin’s assurances have inspired a hope that India’s interests will receive proper 
consideration at his hands. And one fact in connection with His Lordship's 
appointment to the Viceroyalty, which has awakened more hopes in the native 
mind, is that he was recommended for the post by no other man than 
Lord Ripon, a well-wisher of India, whose name has become a household word 
in this country. The writer then draws ILis Excellency’s attention to the 
following two questions :— | 

(1) The simultaneous examinations question. So far as is known, 
Lord Lansdowne has recorded his opinion against the proposal, pointing 


the Indian pubiic that he has not come out to. 


ow i 


out many difficulties, which His Lordship considers insuperable, in the way 
of carrying it out, It is to be hoped that Lord Elgin will sound native 
educated opinion on the question, and form-his own opinion thereafter. It is 
the British Government itself which has roused aspirations in the minds of the 
native population by giving them a liberal education, and Lord Lansdowne 
only showed to the world the narrowness of his heart by twitting the natives, 
so late in the day, with entertaining such aspirations. 

(2) The reform of the Legislative Councils and the extension of Local 
Self-Government. ‘To what a ne ers Ripon’s darling institution has been 
brought by its step-mother, the Anglo-Indian bureaucracy, needs no telling. 
One would rather see it die than live in its present wretched condition. What 
the people want is the real, genuine thing, and not a showy imitation of 
it, As for the Legislative Councils, the innovations that have been made 
in that connection are not worthy the name of reform, for it is nothing short 
of folly to attempt to reform those Councils without interfering with the power 
which the executive exercise therein. The privilege of interpellation has been 
hedved round with all manner of restrictions, while every latitude has been 
given to those who will have to ib Indeed, the reform of the Legislative 
Councils as effected by Lord Lansdowne, only shows how the authorities in 
India can silence the Home Government. 

45, A correspondent of the Sulabh Dainik of the 5th February suggests 
that instead of erecting statues to retired Viceroys, 
which are, at best, ephemeral creations, the mone 
which is raised for perpetuating their memory should be devoted to the estab- 
lishment of funds for giving food to the starving, and education to the illiterate. 
If the money which has been subscribed towards the Lansdowne Memorial 
Fund is utilised in initiating a scheme like this, it will secure the late Viceroy a 
popularity which he could not himself win, for many poor people will begin to 
look upon him as their greatest benefactor on earth. 


Memorial schemes. 
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46. The Samvad Vahika of the 28th December states that the progress of 
settlement operations in Balasore is giving great 
| — trouble both to the landlords and to the tenants. 
The survey amins compel the tenants to supply them with eatables for which 
they do not pay. They sometimes realise money from them by threatening 
them in varlous ways. | 

47. The Utkal Dipika of the 30th December is of opinion that the Emigra- 
tion Act has in the long run proved oppressive, and 
that it should by all means be repealed. The 
vc¢neral law of demand and supply is sufficient for all practical purposes, for if 
the planters treat their coolies properly, a large supply of such coolies must 
ilways be available from different parts of India, where scarcity of food and 
over-population are compelling many to leave home every year. 

48. The Uriya and Navasanvad of the 3rd January states that the jute and 
sugarcane crops of the Balasore district have failed, 
and that the outturn has been so small as to involve 


The Orissa Settlement. 


The cooly law, 


The crops in the Balasore district. 


the cultivators in debt. 


49. ‘The same paper writes against the use of opium in this country, and 
observes that the witnesses from Orissa, who gave 
evidence before the Opium Commission at Calcutta, 
did not represent the views of many in that province. The Samvad Vahika of 
the 4th January apprehends that the loss of revenue that may be caused by the 
abolition of the opium traffic, can only be made up by the imposition of a new 
tax, which is not at all desirable. | 
0%), The Samvad Vahika of the 4th January regrets to learn that 13 Police 
Sub-Inspectors have been indented for from Bengal 
for service in the Balasore district, and regret that 
the authorities do not take note of the claims of the natives of Orissa in any way. 
21. Referring to the reduction of the rate of interest payable on deposits 
The Postal Savings Kank by the Postal Savings Bank * eo Rs. 3-12 to 
ethics Rs, 3-2 under a recent notification of the Govern- 
ment of India, the Utkal Dipika of the 6th January observes that the rate should 
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not have been reduced so much, and that the adoption of Rs. 34 would haye 
been. better. i 
52, ‘he same paper finds the Muhammadans of Cuttack divided in thei 
A Mahammadan Sub-Registrar Opinion regarding the entertainment of a Muhan. 
for Cuttack Town. madan Sub-Registrar in that town. 

53. The same paper brings forward the question of the manufacture of 
salt in Orissa prominently to the notice of Govern. 
ment, and pointsout that the quantity manufactured 
in that province is not sufficient to meet local consumption, and that the popula. 
tion of Cuttack and Puri are therefore compelled to have recourse to salt 
manufactured elsewhere at great cost and inconvenience, ‘he writer is not 
in favour of the administration of the Salt Department by the Madras Govern. 
ment, and recommends its transfer to the Bengal Government. _ 

54. The Utkal Dipika of the 1uth January opposes the proposal of Govern. 

‘is Ucteaihi tein Gikind ment to abolish the Cuttack Medical School, and 

serge ys eee" exhorts all well-wishers of Orissa to make a joint 

representation to the Committee that has been appointed by Governmeut to | 
report on the subject. 

55. ‘The same paper writes against the proposed abolition of the opium 

traffic, and characterizes those that are in favour of 
the proposal as unpractical men, who have not the 
foresight to see the danger with which it is fraught. 

56. All the native papers of Orissa take a favourable notice of the 


oer Committee that has been formed at Cuttack to 
ae collect funds for the repair of the Hindu temples at 
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Bhuvaneswar in Orissa. 


57. The same papers are of opinion that the rate of interest payable on 


: : deposits in Postal Savings Banks should have bee 
Postal Savings Bank interest. = reduced to Rs, 3-4 and not to Rs. 3-2. 
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